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Recent Progress 
 
During our 2023 summer season of public Liberty or Death 
reenactments SJCF welcomed visitors from around the world 
including Australia (see right), Canada, China, England, Germany 
(see above), and Nigeria. 



Little Patrick Henry visited China, 
Hong Kong, and Qatar during the 
summer of 2023 and continues to 
be a social media favorite. 



Visitation remains strong. 
TripAdvisor recently ranked St. 
John’s Church as the #3 thing to 
see in Richmond, out of 180. 

The Liberty or Death printed program received a makeover in 2023. 



Fundraising success: 
*Numbers below as of 10/17/2023 

 
 

1) 250 Campaign funds raised: $365K; $135K away 
from fully funding the campaign to repair St. 
John’s stained glass windows, and gravestones. 

2) Total fundraising: $952K vs. $231K in 2022 and $236K in 2021. 

3) Annual Fund: $482K vs. $77K in 2022 and $91K in 2021. 

4) Mary Morton Parsons Foundation $150K match 
met. 

5) Planned gifts in the amount of $400K received. 
6) Pending grants: $115K. 
 

 

 
 
 



(Top left) SJCF Executive Director Stephen Wilson travels to Bethesda, MD to meet a 
donor and pick up a check.  

Donor testimonial. 
“We were pleased to support the 
good work of the St. John’s Church 
Foundation. It is an important 
institution in the history of Virginia 
and the nation and deserving of 
support.” 
 
Private foundation who gave 
$25,000 to the 250 Campaign to 
repair St. John’s Church’s stained 
glass windows and gravestones. 



Director of Advancement 
Services and Volunteer 
Coordinator hired.  

Dana Fariss comes to SJCF by way of St. 
Andrews School and has nearly two decades of 
development experience, including 17 years at 
the Virginia Museum of History and Culture 
(VHS). 



Giving USA reported a 3.4% decline in 2022 charitable 
giving, with 64% of gifts made by individuals. 
SJCF opportunity: Individuals, Corporations, Foundations, and Bequests. 



Earned Revenue Remains Strong: 
*Numbers below as of 8/31/2023 

 
 

1) $145K in earned revenue vs. $124K in 2022 ($143K 

budgeted/forecast for 2023) 

2) Reenactments: $79K vs. $67K in 2022. 

3) Gift shop sales: $38K vs. $32K in 2022. 

4) Tour admissions: $27K vs. $24K in 2022. 
 

 
 
 
 



Expanding our Educational Reach 
Private reenactment on the 4th of July outside Harrisonburg, VA  

 



Expanding our Educational Reach 
Private reenactment on the 4th of July outside Harrisonburg, VA  

 



DSDI Day, Kiwanis Club of Richmond Day, NSDAR 
Day, and Randolph Macon College Day. 

Opportunities to drive visitation via targeted partnerships. 
 

Approximately 30 yellow jacket alumni attended  RMC Day at St. John’s. 



National Society Daughters of the American 
Revolution (NSDAR) Day. 

 

Approximately 100 DAR members from chapters throughout central and 
eastern Virginia attended NSDAR Day at St. John’s Church in 2023. 



Kiwanis Club of Richmond Day. 
 

Club President Jim Donahue meets Richard 
Henry Lee after a Liberty or Death 
reenactment on Kiwanis Club of Richmond 
Day at St. John’s Church. 



Descendants of the Signers of the Declaration of 
Independence (DSDI) Day. 

 



Earned Revenue and Educational Opportunities 
Joint bus trip with the Virginia War Memorial Foundation 

 
 
 

Virginia War Memorial Foundation CEO and SJCF Trustee Pam 
Seay and SJCF’s Stephen Wilson enjoy historian Bert Dunkerly’s 
tour at Yorktown Battlefield. 



Earned Revenue and Educational Opportunities 
Joint bus trip with the Virginia War Memorial Foundation 

 
 
 

Bus trip attendees visited the Yorktown Battlefield 
and the U.S. Army Transportation Museum at Fort 
Eustis. 



Educational Programs Drive Strong Visitation 
The Walter W. Craigie Speaker Series 

 
 
 



Educational Programs Drive Strong Visitation. 
The Walter W. Craigie Speaker Series 

 
 
 

VCU History Professor Dr. Carolyn Eastman 
gives a lecture at St. John’s Church based on 
her book A Nation of Speechifiers: Making 
an American Public After the Revolution. 



New Educational Programs in 2023. 
Who Else Heard the Cry for Liberty and Lord Dunmore’s Promise of Freedom 

Meet Patsey Henry 
 

 
 
 



Historic Preservation: Stained Glass Repair Work is 
Underway.  

 
 

 
 
 

The Alpha & Omega window (installed 1896), on the 
west side of St. John's Church, was removed (October 
2023) and is currently being repaired (including re-
leading) at a cost to the foundation of $35,000.  



Historic Preservation: Volunteer Gravestone Cleaning. 

 
 

 
 
 

Volunteering to clean gravestones is a terrific way 
for people to learn about historic preservation in 
a hands on manner, while engaging them in the 
important work the St. John’s Church Foundation 
takes on. 



Plaque Dedication Ceremony: Partnership with St. John’s 
Episcopal Church’s Archives Team. 

 
 

 
 
 



Plaque Dedication Ceremony. 

 
 

 
 
 

A group of approximately 40 people attended the plaque 
ceremony, recognizing the graveyard as a National Historic 
Landmark and the first burial ground in the City of Richmond. 
Rev. Amelie Wilmer, Dr. Ryan Smith, and Stephen Wilson 
provided remarks. 



Community Engagement: The Mozart Festival 
Partnership with St. John’s Episcopal Church 

 
 
 

The Mozart Festival brought hundreds of visitors to St. John’s 
Church for a free musical performance (fall 2023). 



Monopoly: Richmond Edition 
Historic St. John’s is on the board. 

 
 
 

SJCF staff attend the Monpoly: Richmond Edition 
launch party at the Virginia War Memorial. The 
game can be purchased in the St. John’s Visitor 
Center. 



Board Engagement 
Private tour of Battersea, a 1760’s estate in Petersburg owned by Delegate John 

Banister of Dinwiddie County. 

 
 
 

Battersea Board Chair Sandy Graham provides a private 
tour of Battersea for SJCF guests. 



Private Tour of Battersea 

 
 
 



Expanding Volunteer Opportunities 
SJCF’s tour of the church is now translated in Mandarin. 

 
 
 



Expanding Volunteer Opportunities 
New volunteers include photographer and graphic designer. 

 
 
 



In the Community 
Executive Director recent and upcoming speaking engagements. 

 

Williamsburg Chapter, SAR 
Scotchtown Chapter, DAR  
Richmond Chapter, SAR 

 
Upcoming: 

Rotary Club of West Richmond 
American Revolution Round Table (ARRT) 

Virginia Newcomers Group 
Kiwanis Club of Richmond 

Washington-Lewis Chapter, DAR 
Ann Wager Chapter, DAR 

Arnold’s Raid (Lecture on Col Edward Carrington) 

 



In the Community 
 

 
 
 



Partnership with the VA250 Commission 

 
 
 



Looking Ahead: Funding Needs 

 
 
 

Mission statement: The mission of the St. John’s Church 
Foundation is to spark a global appreciation for understanding 
the role that Patrick Henry’s “Liberty or Death!” speech had in 
setting American on its path to liberty for all, and to ignite the 
public’s commitment for preserving the historic site where it 
happened. 
 

Mission made simple: 1) Education and 2) historic 
preservation 
 
As we head ever closer to the 250th anniversary of Patrick 
Henry’s “Give me liberty or give me death speech on March 
23, 2025, below are our organization’s funding needs. 
 
 



Looking Ahead: Funding Needs 

 
 
 

Historic Preservation Funding Needs: $1,140,000 
The St. John’s Church Foundation is responsible for preserving our historic site, a National Historic 
Landmark and the oldest church (est. 1741) and public cemetery in the City of Richmond.  

 
The 250 Campaign: $135,000 needed. The 250 Campaign is a $500,000 board approved historic 
preservation campaign that will address critically needed repairs to Historic St. John’s Church’s stained 
glass windows (installed 1880-1920) and repairs to gravestones in the churchyard, including ones of 
American patriots who fought in the American Revolution.  
 
Historic Preservation Endowed Fund: $1,000,000. The foundation does not yet have an endowed fund for 
the purposes of historic preservation. An endowed fund would provide vital financial resources which 
would help preserve our historic site well into the future. Based on a 4.5% drawdown, a $1,000,000 
(named) Historic Preservation Endowed Fund would provide $45,000 in annual support for historic 
preservation projects. 
 
Historic Structures Report: $5,000. The foundation hired 3North Architects in 2007 to provide a historical 
preservation plan for the property at St. John’s Church in order to further its goals of preserving and 
interpreting this nationally significant historic site. Many of the recommendations listed in 3North’s 
structures report, such as preservation of the foundation of the church, have been addressed in recent 
years, but the Foundation is in need of having a current structures report, listing both repairs that are 
needed along with a cost estimate for each. 

 
 
 



Looking Ahead: Funding Needs 

 
 
 

Education Funding Needs: $695,000 
The St. John’s Church Foundation educates the public on the importance of Patrick Henry’s “Give me 
liberty or give me death!” speech through its many educational programs including reenactments, tours, 
living history programs, author talks, and the Walter W. Craigie Speaker Series. It also educates the public 
on the importance of the St. John’s churchyard, the oldest public cemetery in the City of Richmond, whose 
permanent residents include George Wythe, signer of the Declaration of Independence and Eliza Poe, 
birthmother of Edgar Allan Poe. 
 
Give Me History Title 1: $25,000 annually or $550,000 to the Carole and Marcus Weinstein Title 1 
endowed fund. Give Me History is an educational program that includes a free reenactment, tour, bus 
transportation, and SOL course materials to Title 1 elementary schools in the City of Richmond and the 
surrounding counties including Chesterfield County and Henrico County. The Virginia Department of 
Education classifies a school that enrolls at least 40% of students from low-income families as Title 1. Give 
Me History serves approximately 3,000 5th grade students each year, primarily from the City of Richmond. 
The program costs the St. John’s Church Foundation approximately $25,000 annually to operate, but the 
foundation has a goal to serve 5,000 students each year, including penetrating new markets such as 
northern VA, the Shenandoah Valley, and the Chesapeake region. Due to a generous gift from Carole and 
Marcus Weinstein, the foundation has $25,000 in annual funding to support the program but to reach our 
goal of serving 5,000 students would require an additional $25,000 in annual support. 
 
Liberty or Death costume fund: $20,000. The foundation’s Liberty or Death reenactment, its signature 
program, serves between 7,000-10,000 visitors annually via reenactments for the general public, private 
reenactments, and reenactments for Title 1 schools in the Richmond area. The program features nine 
professional actors in 1700’s costumes, including period shoes and wig. A new costume costs 
approximately $750. Additionally, the foundation has annual repair and cleaning costs. Many of our 
costumes are between 10-20 years old and need to be replaced. Funding in the amount of $20,000 would 
provide the foundation with financial resources to purchase new costumes for our cast, while allowing 
funding for repairs and cleaning for the next several years. 
 



Looking Ahead: Funding Needs 

 
 
 

Education Funding Needs: continued 
 
(Named) Music Fund: $25,000. The foundation currently does not have a restricted fund for the purposes 
of music, but it pays for an organist to perform at its public reenactments and other educational programs. 
The establishment of a restricted Music Fund would provide financial resources to cover the annual cost of 
hiring an organist to perform at the foundation’s many educational programs, and would also provide the 
foundation with resources to offer free musical performances with classical music from the 1700’s, further 
making our historic site a cultural hub for Church Hill, the East End, and the City of Richmond. 
 
The Walter W. Craigie Speaker Series: $4,500 annually or $100,000 endowed gift to the Walter W. Craigie 
Speaker Series Endowed Fund. The Walter W. Craigie Speaker Series, established in 2016, brings a wide 
variety of speakers to St. John’s Church to discuss topics related to history. A generous gift from Mrs. Beese 
Craigie to establish the Walter W. Craigie Speaker Series Endowed Fund provides financial support in the 
amount of $4,000 annually. The foundation produces four speaker series programs each year. An endowed 
gift in the amount of $100,000 would allow the foundation financial flexibility to recruit out of area 
speakers to St. John’s Church and would provide opportunities to attract new audiences to our historic site. 
 
 
 

 
 
 


