
St. John’s Church Foundation 
State of the Foundation – Recent Progress 

Photo to right: LEAD Virginia Class of 2023 visits St. John’s Church for 
a private reenactment. 



The mission of the St. John’s 
Church Foundation is to spark a 

global appreciation for 
understanding the role that 

Patrick Henry’s “Give me liberty 
or give me death!” speech had in 

setting America on its path to 
liberty for all, and to ignite the 

public’s commitment to preserve 
the historic site where it 

happened. 
 
 



Our mission made simple.  
 

1) Education 
 

2) Historic Preservation 
 
 



 

Educational progress 
 

1) Visitation strong. 
 

2) Reenactment numbers up. 
 

3) “Give Me History!” Title 1 program back in person. 
 

4) New living history programs offered, including collaborations with 
other sites. 

 
5) Walter W. Craigie Speaker Series expanded to four programs for the 

first time. 
 

6) Statewide outreach now a priority; partnerships with historical 
societies, museums, and heritage organizations. 

 
7) Dramatic increase in media exposure in advance of the 250th 

anniversary of Patrick Henry’s speech. 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 

 
 

“Give Me History!” Title 1 Educational Program 
 

40 free reenactments offered January – March 2024 
 

Approximately 3,000 4th grade students served including 1,200 from 
Richmond Public Schools (majority of 4th grade students in RPS). 

 
Cost to operate the program in 2024: $25,000. 

East End schools served include Bellevue Elementary, Chimborazo Elementary, and Sandston Elementary. 

 



 
 
 

 
 

Collaborations with other sites including Historic 
Battersea in Petersburg, VA. 

 

Free living history program featuring three actors in 1700’s 
costumes.  



 
 
 

 
 

Walter W. Craigie Speaker Series expanded for the 
1st time to four programs in 2023. 

 



 
 
 

 
 

Walter W. Craigie Speaker Series will feature four 
programs for the 2nd time in 2024. 

 



 
 
 

 
 

Education through statewide outreach; 
partnerships with historical societies, museums, 

and heritage organizations. 
 

Eight historical societies have agreed to publish in their newsletter 
an SJCF authored article promoting the 250th anniversary of Patrick 

Henry’s “Give me liberty or give me death!” speech, and their 
county’s participation at the Second Virginia Convention by way of 

their county’s delegates who attended, and voted on Patrick Henry’s 
resolution for Virginia to establish a well regulated militia. 

 
Participating historical societies include: Amelia County, Botetourt 
County, Charlotte County, Chesterfield County, Culpeper County, 

Dinwiddie County, Essex County, and Southampton County. 
 



 
 
 

 
 

Education through statewide outreach 

 
 

Photo to right: Screenshot of an SJCF 
authored 6-page article that will be 
published in the Essex County Historical 
Society and Museum’s newsletter. 



 
 
 

 
 

Leveraging partnerships with historical societies to drive 
visitation to our historic site. 

 
The Botetourt Historical Society, The Essex County 

Historical Society and Museum and the Culpeper Museum 
of History have agreed to promote Botetourt County Day, 
Essex County Day and Culpeper County Day at St. John’s 

Church this summer. A day includes: 
•Discounted reenactment tickets for county residents. 

 
•Reserved seats near our Patrick Henry actor. 

 
•The Botetourt/Essex/Culpeper County delegations to be recognized 

prior to the start of the reenactment. 
 

•Elected officials from the county to be invited to participate; e.g. 
Mayor of Tappahannock. 

 



 
 
 

 
 

Leveraging partnerships with historical societies; speaking 
opportunities across Virginia. 

 
Upcoming SJCF speaking engagement: The Essex County 

Historical Society and Museum’s annual meeting in 
Tappahannock on May 19th at 3:00 p.m. 

 

 
 



 
 
 

 
 

Leveraging partnerships; speaking opportunities across 
Virginia. 

Other out of area speaking opportunities include: 
James Madison Museum (Orange), Ann Wager Chapter, NSDAR (Williamsburg), 

Washington-Lewis Chapter, NSDAR (Fredericksburg), Culpeper Minute Men Chapter, 
SAR (Culpeper), Augustine Warner Chapter, NSDAR (Gloucester), Rappahannock 

Chapter, SAR (Warsaw). 

 

 
 



 
 
 

 
 

Education via local speaking opportunities. 
 

Promoting awareness for Patrick Henry’s speech at: ARRT, Kiwanis Club of Richmond, 
Richmond Chapter, SAR, Rotary Club of West Richmond, Rotary Club of Huguenot Trace.  

 

 
 



 
 
 

 
 

Education and awareness for Patrick Henry’s speech via 
increased media attention. 

 

 

 
 



 
 
 

 
 

Education and awareness for Patrick Henry’s speech via 
increased media attention. 

 

 

 
 

Photo above: Daily Passport. Photo on right: Article to be published in Tour Bus 
Magazine, a national publication with readership of 20,000. 



 
 
 

 
 

Education and awareness for Patrick Henry’s speech via 
partnership with the VA250 Commission. 

 

 

 
 



 
 
 

 
 

Education and awareness for Patrick Henry’s speech via 
partnership with the VA250 Commission. 

 

 

 
 



 
 
 

 
 

Education and awareness for Patrick Henry’s speech via 
partnership with the VA250 Commission. 

 

 

 
 



 
 
 

 
 

Education and awareness for Patrick Henry’s speech via 
community engagement. 

 

 

 
 



 
 
 

 
 

Education and awareness; leveraging social media. 
 

 

 
 



Historic Preservation progress 
 
 
 

1) 250 Campaign funds raised: $450K; $50K still 
needed to fully fund the campaign to repair St. 
John’s stained glass windows, and gravestones. 

2) Alpha & Omega window repaired; cost $40K+ 
3) Bell tower window scheduled next; cost $10K. 
4) Gravestone conservator arrived yesterday from 

Baltimore and will be performing preservation 
repairs to 30+ gravestones over the next few 
weeks. 

 
 

 
 



Historic Preservation: Alpha & Omega window  
During preservation repairs. 

 
 

 
 
 

The Alpha & Omega window (installed 1896) is 
located on the west side of St. John's Church. It was 
removed October 2023 and was reinstalled in 
February 2024. 



Historic Preservation: Alpha & Omega window  
Repairs completed 

 
 

 
 
 



 
Historic Preservation progress: Gravestone cleaning 

 
SJCF continues to engage volunteers, including students, to clean gravestones and 

to learn firsthand historic preservation techniques. 

 
 
 



 
Funding Priorities 

 
1) Title 1 free educational program for 4th grade students.  

Investment to operate the program: $30,000 per year. 
 

2) Historic preservation campaign to repair stained glass windows and gravestones. 
Investment to fully fund the campaign: $50,000. 

 
3) Costume fund. 

Investment to outfit the cast with new 1700’s costumes and repair existing 
costumes and wigs: $15,000. 

 
4) Music Fund. 

Investment to provide two classical music performances per year and provide 
patriotic (organist) music at reenactments: $10,000. 

 
5) 250th anniversary programs. 

Investment to provide living history programs to support the 250th anniversary of 
Patrick Henry’s speech in 2025: $75,000. 

 
 


