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From the VESTRY

This is a joyous and exciting time for St. John’s Church as our search for a new Rector has led us to The Rev. Laura Inscoe.  Laura will celebrate her first Sunday with us at both the 8:30am and 11:00am services on July 19, 2009.   Please make a special effort to join us to welcome Laura to her new parish home.

Our call to Laura marks a new beginning for St. John’s, one filled with opportunities for ministry, fellowship and growth.  The challenge for us together with Laura is to make St. John’s a parish that others want to join because of our worship, friendliness and ministries.

On behalf of the Vestry and the entire parish, I wish to thank Karla Hunt and the Search Committee for their dedication and hard work over the last 18 months in the search process.   They accomplished a tremendous amount of work during our transition such as  parish profile development, interview planning and review, etc. as well as reflection and the discernment of God’s will for this parish.    All of this hard work brought us to the successful call of our new Rector.  

Thank you Search Committee for your outstanding service to St. John’s.   Job well done!!! 

John King, Reeves McCune, Susan White, David Ekey, David Thomas, Donna Smith, Pattie Tobler, Paul Maxwell, Karla Hunt

Lynn Anderson, Senior Warden
CONGRATULATIONS 

A special congratulations to those confirmed by Bishop David C. Jones on June 21st: Candace Alisabeth Brown, Kyle Eustace Clark, Abigail Marie Smith and Samuel Harrison Smith and reaffirmed; Steven Craig Effinger. 

May the Spirit of the living God descend upon you and be with you always.

A SPECIAL WELCOME

OUR NEW RECTOR, the Rev. Laura Inscoe, will celebrate her first Sunday with us Sunday, July 19th. Please mark your calendars and join us for a special welcome. 

NAME TAGS:

New name tags are coming. New, smaller name tags have been ordered and will very soon be available in the foyer of the church. The Vestry is asking the congregation to wear their name tags during the service.

Besides being a friendly, welcoming habit for us, it is essential in helping visiting Pastors and Laura, our new Rector, learn our names as quickly as possible.

The name tags will be in quasi-alphabetical order attached to the colored grosgrain ribbons in the narthex, as you enter the church. If you are not attending coffee hour on a particular Sunday, simply your name tag in the basket below the ribbons upon leaving the church. Keep the name tag on if you are coming to coffee hour and a basket will be in the Parish Hall as well. During the week, the name tags will be reattached, in order, on the ribbons. 

Thank you so much for wearing your name tag.

Calling volunteers to assist during our Church Services ...
We are looking for volunteers to help during either one or both of the Sunday morning services -- 8:30AM or 11:00AM.  
We have openings in the following liturgical areas:
Choir - 11AM service only - please contact Bob Copeland, Organist and Choirmaster after the 11AM service or call 262-5476

Greeter/ Lector/Reader of Prayers and Lessons/ Clergy Cross, Crucifer, Acolyte, Communion Assistant/Chalice Bearer
No prior experience needed (except for choir).  We supply training!
If you need more information, or you want to volunteer, please call Diane Moran, the Junior Warden at 926-8311, or Madeleine Gorr, the Parish Administrator at 649-7938.
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If you are new to the Parish and would like to have membership information, please fill out a Pew Card. 
Help our new members get to know you. Name tags are on the ribbons in the Parish Hall. If you do not have one, please notify administrator@saintjohns.cc
ST. JOHN’S KNITTING CIRCLE every Tuesday, at 10:00 AM at St. John’s Parish Center Library, 2319 E. Broad St. 
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St. John’s Book Club

The group gathers at members' homes for a glass of wine, simple supper, and discussion of books that deal with religious questions or themes. Please call Paul Broughton at 648-2145 if you think you might like to participate.
ADULT FORUM/SUNDAY SCHOOL
will resume in September.

    Every Sunday our excellent curriculum from the Episcopal Living the Good News Series has a common focus drawn from the lectionary readings for the day but also enriched by  art, sometimes, visual, often poetry, sometimes music. As we know, “Religion and Art are among the best gifts of the Holy Spirit that we have to help us through the storms and shadows of life.”

     Occasionally the Adult Sunday School will be punctuated with an altogether different focus which we will publicize in advance.  However the usual forum is an exploration of the readings enriched by art. Come and see. Join us at 9:45 in the Parish Center Library on Sundays for fellowship, discussion and renewal.
We would like to thank all of those who are serving as nursery leaders this summer!  Our nursery is available for parishioners to use on Sunday mornings this summer during the 11:00 a.m. worship services. If you would like to help out in our nursery, then please email Claire George at ChristianEd@saintjohns.cc. We are continually looking for new volunteers and nursery ministry leaders to sustain and support this ministry. 

Nursery Schedule for July

7/05/09: Phinella Weatherspoon

7/12/09: Phinella Weatherspoon

7/19/09: Eileen O’Grady

7/26/09: Jennifer Nutter

Intergenerational Activity

We are hoping to have an intergenerational activity sometime later on this summer.  A date for this activity will be announced in the next newsletter, possibly in early August. 

Youth Ministry Summer Service Project

Would your child be interested in getting together once or twice this summer to complete a mission / service type project? Perhaps picking up trash or completing some light yard work in the Parish Center’s rear garden? We are trying to plan a day for this activity. Be on the lookout for an official date in the next newsletter!
Children’s Ministry Programs

Would you like to serve as a teacher for one of our children’s Sunday school classes next year? We have many ministries to choose from, such as the Little Lambs, preschool Sunday school class, or the Primary, Intermediate, and Youth Sunday school class. Or would you rather help out with youth events? I invite you to consider making a commitment to serve as a children’s ministry leader this fall. All of these ministries were a success last year because of those who were willing to serve. Over the summer we hope to create additional interest and excitement for our 2009 – 2010 children’s ministry programs by planning additional field trips and exploration. We would also like to broaden our teacher base for this instruction. If you feel led to make a commitment to any of these ministries, then please contact Claire George at ChristianEd@saintjohns.cc at your earliest convenience! 
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GOOD FOOD   -  GOOD FELLOWSHIP
Spending time in the Parish Hall after Sunday service is a great way to enjoy some refreshments and chat with your friends. It is also an opportunity to greet visitors and make new friends (potential new Parish members?). 

The Fellowship Committee stocks our kitchen cupboards with a few basic coffee hour staples to make it easier for Folks to sign-up to host a  coffee hour.   Lynn will be happy to assist you.   It is really easier than you may think.  Please consider this special ministry.  Lynn Anderson

'God calls us to be Christ to one another by joining others to work for the Life of the community' .... excerpt St. John's Mission Statement
PASTORAL CARE COMMITTEE In-home communion is available to those who are unable to attend services at St. John's. We have several Lay Eucharistic ministers who enjoy going out after Sunday service to administer in-home communion, brought directly from the Communion at Church. Please let the Church office, or Sandi know if you wish to have communion at home. We will then contact you to determine a good date and time.  If you have any questions, please contact Reeves McCune at 232-5156 or hill1809@aol.com.

The EPISCOPAL CHURCH WELCOMES YOU.
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We welcome you not only in the U.S., but also in parts of Latin America, Asia and Europe.

In the Episcopal Church, we may all serve as preachers, teachers, or worship leaders. Both men and women are welcomed into ordained ministry. Each and everyone of the baptized may experience God's grace at the altar, and the knowledge that God loves you and forgives is always present.

The best way to experience how the Episcopal Church welcomes you is to visit. To find a church, please click "continue" below to the main website. To share a personal story of why you are an Episcopalian, follow the directions for uploading your video here.

www.iamepiscopalian.org 

Please welcome those you meet at work, play or in the neighborhood to visit St. John’s Church.
OUTREACH INFORMATION 
ACTS (Area Congregations Together in Service)
Mission - ACTS is a Greater Richmond inter-faith mission providing support and resources during periods of financial crisis to prevent homelessness. 
Vision - To be the premiere faith-based organization working to prevent homelessness in the Greater Richmond area, fostering a community that values and cares for persons in crisis.
McGUIRE OUTREACH MINISTRY
Founded in 2005 by St. John's, the mission is to provide support services and respite activities for patients and their families who are receiving treatment on the Polytrauma Unit at Hunter Holmes McGuire Veterans' Medical Center.
The McGuire Outreach Fund provides funds to meet Polytrauma patient and family needs that cannot be met by the hospital or other support agencies. 
STEWARDSHIP involves money, to be sure, but it also involves all that you possess - your time and your talent. We are stewards of this earth and all the creatures on it, including our fellow humans who suffer and struggle around the world, as well as in our own backyard. Stewardship is less about a way of giving than it is about a way of living.

God has given us everything and has told us we can keep 90 percent. That sounds like an offer too good to refuse!
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WAYS OF GIVING

Do you sometimes forget your envelopes or check book? Are you out of town, on vacation? 

Keeping up with our pledges has become easier for those using electronic bill payer systems offered without charge by your bank. You won’t even need a stamp. Several of our members have begun to use this method. Just set St. John's Episcopal Church up as a merchant account using 2319 E. Broad St., Richmond, VA 23223 as the address. An account number is not necessary. Your name will appear on the remittance from the bank and you will receive tax credit for your contribution.

EAST END FELLOWSHIP

WHAT – A Community of East End neighbors WHERE – new location

Bill Robinson Theatre, 29th & Q St.

WHEN – Every Sunday at 4:00pm
WHO-CHAT & the Church Hill Academy students, members of their families, their teachers and counselors, their neighbors (that 

includes us) anyone who is interested in the East End, enjoys praising God with music and song, wants to meet new people, and enjoys fellowship and breaking bread together.
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FROM THE ARCHIVES
Antonio Graffignia

Through the years, St. John’s has been blessed with some dedicated and interesting sextons.  One such person was Antonio Fogilo Graffignia, a much respected sexton at the church for 53 years. He succeeded his father, who was the first caretaker at St. John’s.  Mr. Graffignia’s special interest was the churchyard, to which he devoted many hours of care.  A meticulous record keeper, Mr.Graffignia wrote careful lists of the plants, shrubs and other materials he purchased from various greenhouses and garden supply stores for use in the beautification of the St. John’s cemetery.  These interesting records are a part of the church’s archives.

Mr. Graffignia was born in Genoa, Italy and came to this country in 1850 when he was only eighteen months old.  Records show that his parents, Andrea and Maria Graffignia, purchased a home at 512 N. 30th Street during or before 1858.  Antonio Graffignia became a popular and beloved resident of Church Hill, where he was also known by the Americanized name Andrew Griffin.  To the parishioners at St. John’s, he was more familiarly called “Dodd.”
Antonio Graffignia admired Patrick Henry and Virginia history and became  quite knowledgeable about both subjects.  During the years he was at St. John’s, Antonio memorized Patrick Henry’s famous speech and enjoyed delivering it to visitors at the church.  This was, of course, long before the days of tour guides and re-enactors.  Many visitors expressed surprise that this “custodian and orator who delivered Henry’s speech so admirably was not an American.” (Richmond Times Dispatch, September 6, 1926)  Antonio took great pride in his presentations and prepared diligently for esteemed visitors, eating a special diet on that day.  Among those to whom Antonio delivered Patrick Henry’s speech were Presidents Harrison, McKinley, and Roosevelt; Lloyd George, Lord Baltimore, Lord Astor, and Marshall Foch.
At Mr. Graffignia’s funeral on September 6,1926,  members of the vestry of St. John’s Church served as pallbearers.  He is buried in the church cemetery, the grounds he loved so much.  “Faithful unto death at rest.”

FROM THE INTERIM:

Although a note of thanks to everyone at St. John’s, Richmond is long overdue, I hope that better late than never will be acceptable. Pat and I are both so thankful for our time at St. John’s and for the lovely reception you gave us as we prepared to leave for Indianapolis. The lovely watercolor of St. John’s painted by Joe Carr is hanging in our living room. I look at it frequently and am always reminded of the church and of each of you. I am so very thankful to have been a part of your lives and ministry in Church Hill and will always carry a part of you in me.

Pat and I are all moved in to our new home in Indianapolis. We have both been busy with the move. I have been immersed in a large and demanding job at St. Paul’s. The senior associate left on temporary disability just before I began, and a non-stipendiary retired priest had to stop his half-time help because of cancer, leaving two of us to do the work of four. I have hired a priest to work until December when the senior associate should be able to return to work. It is a large and busy parish; but I have a hard working and dedicated staff, so it is exciting and fun rather than draining.

All is well and we are both adjusting and happy. There have been some huge thunderstorms here. No tornadoes in our area yet, although they have a tornado warning siren that sounds occasionally. Our new home is only three blocks from St. Paul’s and is two houses away from a canal with a tow path that we walk on nearly every day. We saw two great blue herons a couple of days ago. We are much farther away from our children, grandchildren and our mothers. That will take some adjusting.

I am so hopeful that everything has continued well with your calling process, and that your new rector will be starting soon, if not already. I am certain that you have made a good choice, and that with the excellent lay leaders you have, and Sandi, who is a blessing, St. John’s is poised to grow into a bright future.

Pat and I both have the same email addresses. Our new address is: 5762 N. Meridian Street, Indianapolis, IN 46208. If anyone wants to see where I am, St. Paul’s website is: www.stpaulsindy.org.

With love and blessings,

Alan and Pat Mead
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“Give me Liberty or Give Me Death” 2009 Summer Reenactment Series
Special July 4 performance!

Patrick Henry Committee invites you to join us for historical reenactments of the Second Virginia Convention of March 1775.  In the presence of Washington, Jefferson and other notable Virginians, Patrick Henry delivered his passionate call for liberty, uttering the immortal words “give me liberty or give me death!”  
1:00 p.m.         Free tickets are distributed at the front door.

1:30 p.m.         Patriotic music program

2:00 p.m.         Reenactment program begins.

2009 is the Bicentennial Celebration of the birth of Edgar Allan Poe.

Poe Graveyard Tours

Every Wednesday in 2009, 11:00am – 11:30am 


The cemetery of St. John’s Church is the final resting place for Elizabeth Arnold Poe, Edgar Allan Poe’s birth mother, as well as Thomas W. White, the founder of the Southern Literary Messenger and Edgar’s employer between 1835 and 1837. St. John’s Church also sits across the street from the home of Elmira Shelton, Edgar’s childhood sweetheart and alleged fiancé at the time of his death. Visitors will learn about the lives of Elizabeth, Thomas, and Elmira, and how they moved in and out of Edgar’s own life.
Linden Row Inn and the Jefferson Hotel are offering special Edgar Allan Poe Bicentennial Packages.

Please see their websites for additional information.
St. John’s Church Visitor Center Gift Shop

Visit our gift shop for a unique selection of gifts including “Liberty or Death,” an educational PBS program with Pulitzer Prize-winning historians discussing the events in Virginia that led to the American Revolution and a reenactment of Patrick Henry’s famous speech.  Proceeds supporting our educational programming.

Guided Tours:  10:00-4:00 Monday thru Saturday, 1:00-4:00 Sunday

www.historicstjohnschurch.org

OUR GIFT SHOP

10:00-4:00 Monday thru Saturday, 1:00-4:00 Sunday

Gift Shop & Tours 804-648-5015

Located on the west side of the Church, at the rear of the campus. Our Gift Shop contains a unique assortment of historical mementos and gift items.  Come pick up your copy of “Liberty or Death,” an educational PBS program with Pulitzer Prize-winning historians discussing the events in Virginia that led to the American Revolution and a reenactment of Patrick Henry’s famous speech.

A 10% Discount is offered to Parishioners
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ST. JOHN’S CHURCH

EVENT CALENDAR

JULY

The Office will be closed July 3rd through July 6th, 

INDEPENDENCE DAY WEEKEND

Every TUESDAY KNITTING CIRCLE, 10:00AM


 In the Parish Center, 2319 E. BROAD ST.
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12TH 
BAPTISM at the 11:00AM Service

19TH 
WELCOME OF OUR NEW RECTOR, 

THE REV. LAURA INSCOE, 

RECEPTION IN THE PARISH HALL

20TH 
NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS DEADLINE

ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Parish & Administrative Center

2401E. BROAD ST., RICHMOND, VA. 23223, 804-649-7938

GIFT SHOP, TOURS & REENACTMENTS

804-648-5015   (FAX 804-643-4412)

Website: www.historicstjohnschurch.org 

_1151401894.bin

