THE PARISH SUN NEWSLETTER

of ST. JOHN’S CHURCH

DECEMBER 2009

	ST. JOHN’S CHURCH ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING:
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6

Single service of worship, 10:00 a.m., 

then meet in Parish Hall for lunch and Annual Meeting.


Rector’s Thoughts

Happy Advent to you!  As our days grow shorter and the cold weather comes in, Christmas decorations have appeared in most commercial places.  I don’t know about you, but I’m not ready for Christmas!  Thankfully, in the church, we have the season of Advent, a time of waiting and preparation.  We acknowledge that we are not ready just yet—that we want to lay some groundwork, before celebrating the birth of Jesus.

The idea is to give our minds and spirits a chance to anticipate and pray carefully over a span of time.  Sometimes Jesus doesn’t conform to our tidy four-week schedule, though.  We might be faced with an opportunity to welcome Jesus when we’re not expecting it; when we’re not ready. What if the living Christ demands your attention in the form of someone who needs your time, just when you can’t afford to give it?  What if he’s tugging at your spirit, when your rational mind doesn’t want to succumb to belief?

Mary and Joseph appeared at the door of the inn, just when the innkeeper was overwhelmed and had no room for them.  They took whatever space was available and went below to the cave where the animals huddled and that’s where the savior of the world became incarnate.  Jesus was born wherever he could be.  Jesus will take flesh wherever he can in December, 2009.  If you have no room for him at the moment he arrives, he will take whatever makeshift place in your being into which you might allow him to squeeze.  Jesus will take any humble space within your life and turn it into a place where he can come alive within you.

Jesus doesn’t demand total, unconditional commitment in order to begin to come alive in your spirit. He has made a total unconditional commitment to you, and that’s enough. During Advent, crack open the door of your sprit a tiny bit—relinquish a tiny bit of the doubt that fills your interior inn—and let him enter.  It might be time for his spirit to take hold—even if the time doesn’t seem quite right to you.  As a spiritual proclaims: “He may not come when you want him, but he’s always right on time!”

Come Immanuel, God with us!

In Christ’s love, Laura
Vestry Voice
One of my favorite Holidays (and yours, I suspect) is Thanksgiving. I usually drive up to Winchester, Virginia in the Shenandoah Valley and enjoy the drive through the mountains with the gorgeous colors of  Fall; the orange, yellow and brilliant reds of the foliage.   A visit to the apple orchard market is always on my list of things to do as well, so I can stock up on jams and chutneys and some of the other goodies I like to share at our Coffee hours.   I also look forward to the crisp, cool weather and most especially, the fun of making the traditional Holiday Feast with my family and friends. 

It is a time to give Thanks for all the blessings in our lives; to reflect on the past and make plans for the future.  I have been blessed this past year to be your Senior Warden and I am grateful for the many wonderful relationships I have formed.  I am especially grateful that the Vestry and I could support our Search Committee with the selection of Laura Inscoe as our new Rector.   We have so much to look forward to now with the Holiday Season and the New Year fast approaching.

As we near the conclusion of our Stewardship season, I am asking each of you as members of our Parish family to reflect on your pledged gift to St. John’s Church.  As your Vestry builds the 2010 Budget, we need all our Parish family to support us as a Team by offering an annual monetary pledge.   Together, with all of our pledged gifts, we can begin to build a budget that can support our worship, our buildings and our grounds with little to no extra support from a source of funds that is quickly depleting and will not sustain more withdrawals.  Thank you to all who have pledged already; and, I encourage those who are still considering their pledge to complete a pledge card today!  

Thank you for a great year and I look forward to seeing you at our Annual Parish Meeting and luncheon on December 6, 2009 when we have one service at 10 AM.   HAPPY HOLIDAYS!!!  

Blessings and Peace, Lynn Anderson, Senior Warden
Congratulations on the birth of 
Miles Ambrose Hunter, son of Christian  & Meredith Rucker Hunter and grandson of Doug Rucker.
[image: image13.wmf]
Congratulations on the Baptism 

of Oliver Benjamin Davila

son of Scott & Janine Santoro Davila

&

Mary Ofelia Merricks

daughter of Jason & Kelly del Campos Merricks
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Congratulations on the Marriage of 

John & Jeanne Marsh Daniel

Christmas Flower offering envelopes will be in the back of the Church. Please indicate if you would like them acknowledged in Memory of: 

in Honor of:

in Thanksgiving for:
or any other special request.
a donation of $15.00 for each poinsettia is appropriate. Help make our church look festive for Christmas. They may be taken home after the service on December. 27th.
A STEWARDSHIP MOMENT
It’s not too late. Pledge forms are available in the back of the church and in the Parish Hall. 
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WAYS OF GIVING
Electronic giving
Keeping up with our pledges has become easier when using electronic bill payer systems offered without charge by banks. You won’t even need a stamp! Just set St. John's Episcopal Church as a Payee, with 2319 E. Broad St., Richmond, VA 23223 as the address. No account number is necessary. Your name will appear on the bank’s remittance and you can claim a tax deduction for your gift.
Offertory envelopes are not necessary for proper recording of your giving unless your giving is made with cash. In order to conserve paper and expense we will provide envelopes only upon request. Please check the appropriate line on your pledge form. 

UPDATE YOUR INFORMATION!

A new Parish Directory will be distributed at the Annual Meeting, December 6th. If you have changed your home address, phone number, email address please let us know. We would like to stay in touch.

St. John’s Book Club

The St. John’s Book Group continues to read The Evolution of God by Robert Wright. The group will meet on December 1st for supper, discussion of the book, and fellowship. For more information, please contact Paul or Martha Broughton at 648-2145.

ADULT FORUM
Thought-Provoking, Informative, Inspiring

Sunday, 9:30 a.m., in the Parish Hall

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION at ST. JOHN’S

Nursery: December, 2009

12/6/09: Kinsey Thomas

12/13/09: Patty Soileau

12/20/09: Eileen O’Grady

12/27/09: Kinsey Thomas

Our nursery is available for all parishioners to use on Sunday mornings during the 11 am worship service. If you would like to participate as a nursery leader, then please contact Claire George at the church office or email her at ChristianEd@saintjohns.cc
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Little Lambs Ministry

This month the Little Lambs will be meeting on December 20. Little Lambs is a ministry for children ages 2 – kindergarten that meets on the third Sunday of each month. We will be learning about “The Holy Family” using Godly Play. In addition, everyone will sing and dance to a song titled “Wise Men Three” and make a really cute art craft, “A Shining Star, Star Wands.” We would also like to thank Reeves McCune for offering to lead this class this month!  Little Lambs begins in the Parish Center at 9:30 am with Jane Koontz and ends in the nursery.
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Advent Events

As we imagine and anticipate the mystery of Christmas, let us all have fun together, capturing the magic of the moment! Instead of having Sunday School, plan on coming to the Parish Hall each Sunday this month to make traditional Advent crafts with your family!

Date:

Event:

11/29/09:
Advent Wreath – Don’t miss this opportunity to make a lovely advent wreath for your home!

12/6/09:
Annual Meeting: During the annual meeting the children will make Christmas Balls with oranges and cloves and Christmas cards while watching “The Story of Jesus” in Claymation.

12/13/09:
God’s Eyes Ornaments – Eye of God is a symbol of the power of seeing and understanding unknown things. It is commonly found among the Huichol Indians of northwestern Mexico. The four points represent earth, fire, air, and water. By making this ornament, we are expressing a prayer that the eye of God will watch over us (or the person we are making it for) and grant us (them) health, fortune, and a long life. The ornament becomes a physical representation of the prayer.

12/20/09: 
Chrismon Ornaments – All Chrismon ornaments will be made in combinations of white and gold. White, the liturgical color for Christmas, refers to our Lord's purity and perfection; gold, to His majesty and glory.
12/27/09:
NO SUNDAY SCHOOL
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Sunday Night

Children & Youth Activities

December 13th Sunday 5:00 – 7:00 pm 

Children and parents are invited to attend a pizza and movie night on December 13th from 5:00 – 7:00 pm. Friends are always welcome! Please drop off your child at the Parish Hall that evening! If your child needs a ride, then please contact the church office. If you are interested in helping out with this ministry, then please contact Claire George at ChristianEd@saintjohns.cc or contact her at the church office. Please let Claire George know if your child can attend this event beforehand. 
If you are interested in helping out with this ministry, then please contact Claire George at ChristianEd@saintjohns.cc or call her at the church office.
OUTREACH MINISTRIES
MICAH INITIATIVE

St. John’s participates in a great mentoring program for our Richmond school students! To get involved, call Eileen O’Grady (447-1762) or Mieko Timmons at Richmond Hill (783-7903 ex. 24)

ACTS (Area Congregations Together in Service)
Mission - ACTS is a Greater Richmond inter-faith mission providing support and resources during periods of financial crisis to prevent homelessness.  Vision - To be the premiere faith-based organization working to prevent homelessness in the Greater Richmond area, fostering a community that values and cares for persons in crisis.
The need is very great during the present economic crisis to help keep families and individuals from falling into homelessness. Over recent months, ACTS expanded its monthly client referral limit from15 families to 25 in order to respond to the ever-growing requests for assistance. ACTS has nonetheless reached its referral limit by the 15th of the month for the past six months. 

ACTS continues to move forward in its ministry, adding new "faith-partner" congregations every month.. Nearly 100 congregations now partner with ACTS. ACTS was recently awarded a $25,000 grant from the Nunally Charitable Lead Trust. ACTS received final approval for a total of $95,000 in federal stimulus funds from Henrico and Chesterfield counties. Please continue to remember ACTS and those St. John's serves through ACTS as a founding faith- partner. And don't forget to visit the ACTS website www.actsva.org for more information and updates

McGUIRE OUTREACH MINISTRY “MOM”
Founded in 2005 by St. John's, the mission is to provide support services and respite activities for patients and their families who are receiving treatment on the Polytrauma Unit at Hunter Holmes McGuire Veterans' Medical Center. For more information contact the church office.
Our McGuire Outreach Ministry has been meeting needs of patients and their families at McGuire Veterans Medical Center in several ways in the past months. Along with our partner congregations, St. Mark's and St. James's, MOM continues to provide a recreation and respite opportunity for patients, their families, and staff alike with our monthly ice cream socials. Also in October the McGuire Outreach Fund has been put to use to purchase shoes and clothing for a patient wounded in Afghanistan, so that he could begin his physical therapy to walk again. Our fund also provided a portable crib and a car seat for a young family who arrived at Fisher House ( McGuire's on site hospitality house) last month to be with their loved one who was undergoing treatment at the Polytrauma Rehab. Center.  

WHAT IS CHAT? Officially, Church Hill Activities & Tutoring, Inc. (CHAT) is a Virginia nonprofit 501(c)(3) corporation.  As such, it has a board of directors, a staff, organizational papers and a budget.

But CHAT is so much more than most nonprofit organizations.

It is a Christian community dedicated to transforming the lives of at-risk children in Church Hill through academic instruction, life skills training, character development, job readiness, health and wellness activities and internship programs.  CHAT’s goal is to equip these young people with the skills and knowledge necessary to create positive change in Richmond and to raise indigenous leaders.

· CHAT goes about its mission, actually ministry, in a very distinctive way.

The leaders of CHAT, who God has called into the Church Hill community, actively invite the community into their homes in Church Hill to take part in tutoring and other after-school activities.

As CHAT founder Percy Strickland so appropriately explains it:

We try to teach kids about God with the lessons we provide and the way we live.  Our hope is that God will transform their hearts and, in turn, their futures and the future of the community as a whole.

CHAT’s Constituents.

There are approximately 3,000 at-risk children 
in Chu
Church Hill.

The CHAT leaders and interns, living in the 
very community in which these children reside, 
are now reaching approximately 175 Church 
Hill children. And that number is growing by 
leaps and bounds.

CHAT programs include: after-school tutoring 

aimed at improving academics, with a
concentration on reading skills and relationship
building conducted by volunteers on essentially 
a one-on-one basis;

Church Hill Academy, an alternative private school for Church Hill teens who have not realized their academic potential in public schools, which focuses on building responsible and virtuous leaders, taught by a full-time and part-time staff who provide a rigorous curriculum, and operates out of the Peter Paul Development Center;

Nehemia’s Workshop, a gathering place for children and adults to learn about various aspects of domestic repairs, tools, skills and woodworking taught and mentored by volunteers; and

other programs, such as street leader internships YMA/Love small groups, life skills cooking classes, service projects, field trips, summer camp and summer school.

Alternatives.  Unfortunately, the alternatives for Church Hill children not involved with CHAT generally are not good (lack of supervision at home, poor performance at school, dropping out of school, teen pregnancy, the drug culture, crime, etc.).

Mission Field.  If you are among those in our congregation who view Church Hill as our “mission field” and who want to reach its children with love, hope and constructive and useful alternatives designed to provide them with a future otherwise not available, then CHAT is for you.

Additional Information.  For additional information, you are invited to peruse the brochures and materials in the Parish Hall or visit www.chatrichmond.org.  Please consider financial and/or volunteer support for this wonderful Christian organization which is really making a 

difference in St. John’s Church’s neighborhood.

EAST END FELLOWSHIP

WHAT – A Community of East End neighbors
WHERE – new location Bill Robinson Theatre, 29th & Q St.
WHEN – Every Sunday at 4:00pm
WHO-CHAT & the Church Hill Academy students, members of their families, their teachers and counselors, their neighbors (that includes us) anyone who is interested in the East End, enjoys praising God with music and song, wants to meet new people, and enjoys fellowship and breaking bread together.

How is St. John’s Church called to serve “the least of these” Christ’s brothers and sisters?

The Rev. Laura Inscoe would like your prayers and discernment about our Outreach Programs: rector@saintjohns.cc
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 THE VIRGINIA GIRLS CHOIR 

will sing Advent and Christmas music at St. John’s Church, 2401 East Broad Street, on Sunday, December 13th at 5:00 p.m.  Composed of girls in grades 4-7, the The 20 - member choir is a citywide ministry of St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church.  Choristers audition for the competitive slots and come from a variety of schools and backgrounds.   Free and open to the public, the concert will be a Court End Christmas event.   For more information, call 649-7938.

Will perform at St. John’s on Sunday, Dec. 13th at 5:00p.m., all are welcome.

HYMN-SINGING EVENT

December 19th, Saturday, 1:00 – 3:00 p.m.  The Richmond Sacred Harp Singers in the Parish Hall.  
You are invited to join the Richmond Sacred Harp Singers for an OLD-TIME HYMN-SING in St. John’s Church Parish Hall.  from 10:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m., to raise our rafters with vigorous, joyful singing of old hymns from the Sacred Harp Psalter.   Even if you do not read music, please come to sing-along and learn about shape-note singing.  Plenty of loaner psalters are available. Everyone is welcome! 

The Richmond Sacred Harp Singers, an eclectic group of shape-note singers, has adopted St. John’s Church as its home base.  Our parishioners and the larger Church Hill community are encouraged to attend their practices every third Saturday afternoon..  

For more information, please call Pat Temple at (804)798-6642



ST. JOHN’S KNITTING & CRAFT CIRCLE meets every Tuesday, at 10:00 AM
at St. John’s Parish Center Library, 2319 E. Broad St.
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COFFEE HOURS: A Ministry of Hospitality

Sign up to host a Coffee Hour after the 11:00a.m. worship. Teaming up with other parishioners, especially those you don’t know well, makes it more fun! The sign-up sheet is on the table in the Parish Hall or call the Parish Office.

“God calls us to be Christ to one another by joining others to work for the life of the community”

--from St. John's Mission Statement
AN OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE AND WORSHIP ...
We are looking for volunteers for one or both of the Sunday morning services -- 8:30AM or 11:00AM.  
If you need more information, contact the office at 649-7938.

I Was Sick and You Visited Me
PASTORAL CARE COMMITTEE provides in-home communion to those who are unable to attend Sunday services at St. John's. We have several Lay Eucharistic ministers who enjoy going out after Sunday worship to administer in-home communion, brought directly from the Eucharist at Church. Please let the Church office, or Reeves McCune know if we can do this for you.. We will contact you to find a good date and time. For more info, please contact Reeves at 232-5156 or hill1809@aol.com.
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  “I AM WITH YOU ALWAYS…”

…but, we don’t always know that your are sick, troubled, in the hospital or concerned about something, unless you tell us. Help us bring Christ’s caring spirit to you by notify us when something is going on that matters to you: 649-7938, rector@saintjohns.cc
NAME TAGS:The Vestry is asking the congregation to wear their name tags during the service. The name tags will be in quasi-alphabetical order attached to the colored grosgrain ribbons in the narthex, as you enter the church. If you are not attending coffee hour on a particular Sunday, simply your name tag in the basket below the ribbons upon leaving the church. 
Keep the name tag on if you are coming to coffee hour and a basket will be in the Parish Hall as well. During the week, the name tags will be reattached, in order, on the ribbons. If you have worn your name tag home, please remember to wear it on Sunday.
Thank you so much for wearing your name tag.

If you do not have a name tag, please contact the office, 649-7938 or administrator@saintjohns.cc
Godspeed, Madeleine!

St. John’s Honors Our Parish Administrator

December 27, 2009, 12:00 p.m., Parish Hall

Madeleine Gorr, our Parish Administrator, has decided to retire after over 11 years of faithful service to St. John’s Church.  We are sorry to see her go and she assures us that she is available to help us from time to time in the future.  

Former Rector Bruce Gray brought Madeleine to our church staff in the Spring of 1998.  Since then, she has been the warm voice of hospitality in the office as well as the one who keeps all the parish cogs turning!  Madeleine is a parishioner at St. Benedict Catholic Church, where she serves as Finance Council member, Liturgical Ministers Committee member, RCIA Team member, and Sunday greeter (no surprise there!).  Madeleine holds a degree in Accounting.  She previously worked at Suntrust Bank and served as a St. Mary’s Hospital Hospice volunteer.

Madeleine’s positive, energetic presence and her expertise will be missed at St. John’s.  Please come to the Parish Hall for a reception honoring Madeleine on Sunday, December 27th after the 11:00 a.m. service.  St. John’s Church thanks Madeleine for her faithful and loving service in our midst and prays for God’s blessings upon her, always.

From The Archives

When did St. John’s Church become “St. John’s?”  St. John’s Church has had many names including The New Church, The Upper Church, The Richmond Church, The Town Church, The Church on Richmond Hill, Henrico Church on Richmond Hill, The Church, and The Old Church.  There is no record of action by the vestry of the church to adopt the name “St. John’s Church.”  However, records indicate that the name started to be used as early as 1829.  We probably owe the name to the Rev. William F. Lee who began his ministry at St. John’s in 1828.  

An entry in the vestry book in April 1829 records a “meeting of the Vestry of Henrico Parish in the lecture room of St. John’s Church, Richmond.”  This is the first written reference to the church’s new name.  The Vestry continued to keep its records as those of Henrico Parish until 1850.  However, there are documents as early as May 1833 in which the Wardens used the title, “The Wardens of St. John’s Church, Henrico Parish.”  In 1840, the rector was spoken of as the rector of St. John’s Church and no longer the rector of Henrico Parish.

This information is found in the book Annals of Henrico Parish (often called “The Green Book”) by the Rev. Lewis W. Burton, rector of St. John’s Church from 1884 to 1893.




Advent is the period preceding the Christmas season. It begins on the Sunday nearest November 30, the feast day of St. Andrew the Apostle, and covers four Sundays. Because the day it begins changes from year to year, so does the length of each Advent season. In 2004, Advent begins on November 28 and lasts 27 days.

The word advent, from Latin, means "the coming." For centuries, Advent has been a time of spiritual reflection as well as cheer and anticipation. Even as the Christmas season has become more secular—with advertisers urging holiday gift-givers to buy and buy some more—Advent still brings joy and the observance of ancient customs. Christian families find quiet moments lighting candles in the Advent wreath, and children use Advent calendars to count the days until Christmas. 
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  The History of Advent
Advent has probably been observed since the fourth century. Originally, it was a time when converts to Christianity readied themselves for baptism.
During the Middle Ages, Advent became associated with preparation for the Second Coming. In early days Advent lasted from November 11, the feast of St. Martin, until Christmas Day. Advent was considered a pre-Christmas season of Lent when Christians devoted themselves to prayer and fasting. The Orthodox Eastern Church observes a similar Lenten season, from November 15 until Christmas, rather than Advent.
Many Christians still view Advent as a season to prepare for the Second Coming of Jesus. In the last fifty years, however, it has also come to be thought of as a time of anticipating the Nativity, on Christmas Day.
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  Advent Wreaths
Advent wreaths have their origins in the folk traditions of northern Europe, where in the deep of winter people lit candles on wheel-shaped bundles of evergreen. Both the evergreen and the circular shape symbolized ongoing life. The candlelight gave comfort at this darkest time of the year, as people looked forward to the longer days of spring.

Later, Eastern European Christians adopted this practice. By the sixteenth century, they were making Advent wreaths much as we know them today.

An advent wreath traditionally contains four candles—three purple and one rose. Purple dyes were one so rare and costly that they were associated with royalty; the Roman Catholic Church has long used this color around Christmas and Easter to honor Jesus. The three purple candles in the Advent wreath symbolize hope, peace, and love. These candles are lit on the first, second, and fourth Sundays of Advent. The rose candle, which symbolizes joy, is usually lit on the third Sunday.
Sometimes a fifth candle is placed inside the Advent wreath. This candle is lit on Christmas Day. It is white, the color associated with angels and the birth of Jesus.
Because Advent wreaths are an informal celebration, not all are the same. Instead of purple candles, some people use blue, which recalls the color of the night sky before daylight returns. Others use all white candles.

Patrick Henry Committee News
COURT END CHRISTMAS REENNACTMENT, 
Sunday, Dec. 13th at 2:00pm
1:00pm – Free tickets distributed on a first-come, first-served basis

1:30pm – Music program on 1905 Stein organ

2:00pm – Reenactment begins

Commemorate Veteran's Day by bringing your friends and family to a reenactment of the Second Virginia Convention of March 1775. In the presence of Washington, Jefferson, and other notable Virginians, Patrick Henry delivered his passionate call for liberty, uttering the immortal words, "Give me liberty or give me death!" Free and open to the public. Please call 804-648-5015 for more information.
St. John’s Church Visitor Center Gift Shop

Visit our gift shop for a unique selection of gifts including “Liberty or Death,” an educational PBS program with Pulitzer Prize-winning historians discussing the events in Virginia that led to the American Revolution and a reenactment of Patrick Henry’s famous speech.  Proceeds supporting our educational programming.

Guided Tours:  10:00-4:00 Monday thru Saturday, 1:00-4:00 Sunday

Closed Thanksgiving Day

www.historicstjohnschurch.org

OUR GIFT SHOP

10:00-4:00 Monday thru Saturday, 1:00-4:00 Sunday

Gift Shop, Visitor Center & Tours 804-648-5015

Located on the west side of the Church, at the rear of the campus. Our Gift Shop contains a unique assortment of historical mementos and gift items.  Come pick up your copy of “Liberty or Death,” an educational PBS program with Pulitzer Prize-winning historians discussing the events in Virginia that led to the American Revolution and a reenactment of Patrick Henry’s famous speech.

A 10% Discount is offered to Parishioners
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ST. JOHN’S CHURCH

CALENDAR

DECEMBER
 6th 

One Service, 10:00am, followed by our

Annual Congregational Meeting and Brunch
 8th

Vestry Meeting

11th 

Vesper Service, 7:00pm, 

followed by a candlelight walk through Church Hill

13th 

Virginia Girls Choir Concert, 5:00pm in the Church


Guests are welcome
20th 

A Special Service of Lessons and Carols at 11:00am?

21st 

Newsletter Deadline 

24th  

Christmas Eve Services, 5:00 & 10:30pm-Office Closed
25th 

Christmas Day Service, 10:00am-Office Closed
30th  

New Years Eve-Office Closed
ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Parish & Administrative Center

2319 E. BROAD ST., RICHMOND, VA. 23223, 804-649-7938

Website: www.historicstjohnschurch.org 
