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RECTOR’S THOUGHTS
As I begin as rector of St. John’s Episcopal Church, I am, most of all, grateful—grateful to be so warmly welcomed; grateful for the grace and blessing found in this vibrant congregation; grateful to have the opportunity to lead, nurture, inspire and care in this special parish and grateful for the sacred trust placed in me by God and by you.

I have met many of you and, as the months progress, I will be eager to talk with you and hear what connects you to this congregation. What do you love about St. John’s? What has it meant to you, your family and your friends, whether you have been a member from childhood or have joined recently? What is important to preserve? What are your hopes for this faith community and where do you see untapped potential? 

I’ve heard it said that every preacher has only one sermon. If that’s true, I suppose my main message would be that Jesus’ love is alive today in us, who make up the church. We form the Body of Christ. We receive grace upon grace and we carry the blessing of God’s love into the world.

Christ has no body but yours,
No hands, no feet on earth but yours,
Yours are the eyes with which he looks compassion on this world,
Yours are the feet with which he walks to do good,
Yours are the hands, with which he blesses all the world.

Yours are the hands, yours are the feet,
Yours are the eyes, you are his body.

Christ has no body now but ours,
No hands, no feet on earth but ours,
Ours are the eyes with which he looks compassion on this world.
Ours are the feet with which he walks to do good,
Ours are the hands, with which he blesses all the world.

Ours are the hands, ours are the feet,
Ours are the eyes. We are his body.

------Prayer of St. Theresa of Avila
Have you experienced the hands and feet of Christ? The warmth and freedom of Christ’s compassion? Have you been Christ’s love in your world? I am honored to join the life of this venerable parish and to discern with you what Christ calls us to do and to be in our day. We will worship, pray, study, provide comfort and service to others, always sharing joys and sorrows as we walk this road of faith.

Grace and peace, Laura
St. John's Church welcomes  Sheila Sheppard, Coordinator, the Partnership for Smarter Growth, as the new occupant of some upstairs office space in the Parish Center.  The Partnership is a non-profit educational and advocacy organization dedicated to guiding communities as they grow.

NAME TAGS:

New, smaller name tags are available in the foyer of the church. The Vestry is asking the congregation to wear their name tags during the service.

Besides being a friendly, welcoming habit for us, it is essential in helping visiting Pastors and Laura, our new Rector, learn our names as quickly as possible.

The name tags will be in quasi-alphabetical order attached to the colored grosgrain ribbons in the narthex, as you enter the church. If you are not attending coffee hour on a particular Sunday, simply your name tag in the basket below the ribbons upon leaving the church. Keep the name tag on if you are coming to coffee hour and a basket will be in the Parish Hall as well. During the week, the name tags will be reattached, in order, on the ribbons. If you have worn your name tag home, please remember to wear it on Sunday.
Thank you so much for wearing your name tag.

If you do not have a name tag, please contact the office, 649-7938 or administrator@saintjohns.cc
Calling volunteers to assist during our Church Services ...
We are looking for volunteers to help during either one or both of the Sunday morning services -- 8:30AM or 11:00AM.  
We have openings in the following liturgical areas:
Choir - 11AM service only - please contact Bob Copeland, Organist and Choirmaster after the 11AM service or call 262-5476

Greeter/ Lector/Reader of Prayers and Lessons/ Clergy Cross, Crucifer, Acolyte, Communion Assistant/Chalice Bearer
No prior experience needed (except for choir).  We supply training!
If you need more information, or you want to volunteer, please call Diane Moran, the Junior Warden at 926-8311, or Madeleine Gorr, the Parish Administrator at 649-7938.
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If you are new to the Parish and would like to have membership information, please fill out a Pew Card. 
Help our new members get to know you. Name tags are on the ribbons in the Parish Hall. If you do not have one, please notify administrator@saintjohns.cc



ST. JOHN’S KNITTING & CRAFT CIRCLE meets every Tuesday, at 10:00 AM at St. John’s Parish Center Library, 2319 E. Broad St.
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St. John’s Book Club

The group gathers at members' homes for a glass of wine, simple supper, and discussion of books that deal with religious questions or themes. Please call Paul Broughton at 648-2145 if you think you might like to participate.
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Congratulations on the Baptism 

of Carr Warren Engstrom, 

son of Carl & Joy Engstrom

“Holy baptism is full initiation by water and the Holy Spirit into Christ’s Body the Church. The bond which God establishes in Baptism is indissoluble. It is the duty and privilege of parents and godparents to help the newly baptized grow in the knowledge and love of God, and in their responsibilities as members of the Church.”

ORNAMENTAL HERB GARDEN AT HISTORIC ST. JOHN’S (located in front of Parish Hall on the west side of campus)

Because the Garden is ornamental only, we ask that you do not pick the herbs. Thank you!
The 8’ x 14’ garden is divided into two Rectangles; the smaller one is defined by ENGLISH BOXWOOD.

Surrounding the sundial in the middle of the smaller rectangle are Catmint/Catnip and Germander.

GERMANDER was much beloved by GEORGE WASHINGTON, who used it in his garden at Mount Vernon.   It is also called “Poor Man’s Boxwood” as it can be trained into a small shrub. Germander was once used as a cure for gout.

CATMINT/CATNIP is planted in memory of CHARLIE THE CHURCH CAT, a Siamese who would greet visitors, and often made his way into church during a service. He also liked to sun himself on the flat tombstones.   He had his own trust fund established by a former owner who moved to Europe.  Charlie was  loved by the Parishioners, and is buried on the Church grounds. Catnip is much favored as a medicinal tea for babies in many parts of the world.

THYME…the creeping variety was selected to form a green carpet in the smaller rectangle. The  word “thyme” is derived from the Greek meaning incense or to fumigate, and thyme was probably so named because of its clean aroma.  This herb came to our shores with the earliest settlers.

LAVENDER, an  English “Hidcote” variety, has been planted around the perimeter of the larger rectangle.  Lavender is used for potpourris and sachets.  The shrubby plants are indigenous to mountainous regions of both Eastern and Western Europe, where they are cultivated as commercial crops for distillation of their fragrant oil.

ROSEMARY has been planted at the corners of the larger rectangle.  It is one of the best loved herbs and probably has more tradition associated with it than any other herb in Western civilization.  “Rosemary, that’s for remembrance” are oft-quoted words from Shakespeare.  Greek scholars wore rosemary garlands to stimulate the memory. Garlands of rosemary were used as a symbol of fidelity for lovers and the plants were gathered into wedding bouquets and bridal wreaths.  The herbal branches were also used at funerals.

(A bit of Virginia Lore:   It is said that the Rosemary herb was brought to Virginia and specifically Princess Anne County…now the City of Virginia Beach…by the WITCH OF PUNGO in the early 18th century.  It seems that Grace Sherwood known as the Witch of Pungo was jailed… and one dark night, she slipped through the keyhole of her prison door….flew to England in an egg shell and returned with seeds of the Rosemary!!!!!!!!!.)

CHIVES… two onion chive plants are planted at the rear of the larger rectangle.  Their lovely lavender-pink globelike flowers are useful as garnishes and are especially effective when floated in clear soup.  The chives were planted for use in the Parish Hall kitchen.

LAMB’S EAR…the  two plants at the front of the garden in the larger rectangle have felty-white leaves, as soft as a lamb’s ear.  This plant is said to act like a styptic pencil in stopping the blood flow of minor cuts and nicks.

The leaves were used during the CIVIL WAR to help stem the flow of blood of wounded soldiers.  Surrounding historic St. John’s parish are many remaining buildings that were used as hospitals or prisons during the Civil War.

COSTMARY …4 of these plants are located in the larger rectangle near the larger Boxwood.   Costmary in medieval times was used as a “strewing herb” to cover odors, as well as a flavoring for ale.   Later, in Colonial times, costmary leaves were used as bookmarks, mostly in Bibles and hymnals, giving it another name: BIBLE LEAF.  It seems that during long church services the parishioners would take a refreshing whiff or sometimes chew on the leaf.

Please note:  Much of the information (some verbatim)  is from SOUTHERN HERB GROWING by Madalene Hill & Gwen Barclay with Jean Hardy.

We recommend this book as a ‘must” for Southern herb gardeners.

ADULT FORUM/SUNDAY SCHOOL
will resume in September.

    Every Sunday our excellent curriculum from the Episcopal Living the Good News Series has a common focus drawn from the lectionary readings for the day but also enriched by  art, sometimes, visual, often poetry, sometimes music. As we know, “Religion and Art are among the best gifts of the Holy Spirit that we have to help us through the storms and shadows of life.”

     Occasionally the Adult Sunday School will be punctuated with an altogether different focus which we will publicize in advance.  However the usual forum is an exploration of the readings enriched by art. Come and see. Join us at 9:45 in the Parish Center Library on Sundays for fellowship, discussion and renewal.

We would like to thank all of those who are serving as nursery leaders this summer!  Our nursery is available for parishioners to use on Sunday mornings this summer during the 11:00 a.m. worship services. If you would like to help out in our nursery, then please email Claire George at ChristianEd@saintjohns.cc. We are continually looking for new volunteers and nursery ministry leaders to sustain and support this ministry. 

Parish Center Garden

We would like to thank all of those who came out and participated in the service project on Saturday morning, July 11th, to make the Parish Center Garden look more welcoming. We especially thank Elisabeth Recher, Julia Recher, Anna Recher, Claire George, Martha and Paul Broughton for raking leaves, spreading mulch, washing the porch, pulling weeds, and trimming the bushes. It looks absolutely beautiful! 

Nursery Leaders - August, 2009

8/2/09: pending

8/9/09: Kinsey Thomas

8/16/09: Eileen O’Grady

8/23/09: Jennifer Nutter

8/30/09: Pattie Tobler

If you have any toys that are in good shape that children ages 1, 2, and 3 would like to play with, then please consider donating them to our nursery!

Our infants and toddlers are very important to the life and ministry of this church. You can help to make a difference in their lives by simply committing yourself to this ministry. If you would like to participate in this ministry, then please contact Claire George at 852-5093 or send her an email at christianed@saintjohns.cc. New volunteers and nursery ministry leaders are needed to sustain and support this ministry.

Intergenerational Event

Plans are underway to hold a church wide intergenerational event at Dorey Park in August or early September. Stay tuned for more information to come.
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GOOD FOOD   -  GOOD FELLOWSHIP
Spending time in the Parish Hall after Sunday service is a great way to enjoy some refreshments and chat with your friends. It is also an opportunity to greet visitors and make new friends (potential new Parish members?). 

The Fellowship Committee stocks our kitchen cupboards with a few basic coffee hour staples to make it easier for Folks to sign-up to host a  coffee hour.   Lynn will be happy to assist you.   It is really easier than you may think.  Please consider this special ministry.  Lynn Anderson

'God calls us to be Christ to one another by joining others to work for the Life of the community' .... excerpt St. John's Mission Statement
PASTORAL CARE COMMITTEE In-home communion is available to those who are unable to attend services at St. John's. We have several Lay Eucharistic ministers who enjoy going out after Sunday service to administer in-home communion, brought directly from the Communion at Church. Please let the Church office, or Sandi know if you wish to have communion at home. We will then contact you to determine a good date and time.  If you have any questions, please contact Reeves McCune at 232-5156 or hill1809@aol.com.

 OUTREACH INFORMATION 
ACTS (Area Congregations Together in Service)
Mission - ACTS is a Greater Richmond inter-faith mission providing support and resources during periods of financial crisis to prevent homelessness. 
Vision - To be the premiere faith-based organization working to prevent homelessness in the Greater Richmond area, fostering a community that values and cares for persons in crisis.
McGUIRE OUTREACH MINISTRY
Founded in 2005 by St. John's, the mission is to provide support services and respite activities for patients and their families who are receiving treatment on the Polytrauma Unit at Hunter Holmes McGuire Veterans' Medical Center.
The McGuire Outreach Fund provides funds to meet Polytrauma patient and family needs that cannot be met by the hospital or other support agencies. 
STEWARDSHIP involves money, to be sure, but it also involves all that you possess - your time and your talent. We are stewards of this earth and all the creatures on it, including our fellow humans who suffer and struggle around the world, as well as in our own backyard. Stewardship is less about a way of giving than it is about a way of living.

God has given us everything and has told us we can keep 90 percent. That sounds like an offer too good to refuse!
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WAYS OF GIVING

Do you sometimes forget your envelopes or check book? Are you out of town, on vacation? 

Keeping up with our pledges has become easier for those using electronic bill payer systems offered without charge by your bank. You won’t even need a stamp. Several of our members have begun to use this method. Just set St. John's Episcopal Church up as a merchant account using 2319 E. Broad St., Richmond, VA 23223 as the address. An account number is not necessary. Your name will appear on the remittance from the bank and you will receive tax credit for your contribution.

EAST END FELLOWSHIP
WHAT – A Community of East End neighbors WHERE – new location

Bill Robinson Theatre, 29th & Q St.

WHEN – Every Sunday at 4:00pm
WHO-CHAT & the Church Hill Academy students, members of their families, their teachers and counselors, their neighbors (that 

includes us) anyone who is interested in the East End, enjoys praising God with music and song, wants to meet new people, and enjoys fellowship and breaking bread together.

ABOUT THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Who is the Presiding Bishop?

The Most Rev. Katharine Jefferts Schori is the 26th Presiding Bishop and Primate of the Episcopal Church. 

"Shalom" – peacemaking defined by the Prophet Isaiah and reiterated by Jesus in Luke's gospel – is a ministry priority for Bishop Jefferts Schori, who took office November 1, 2006.

Bishop Jefferts Schori was elected to this office on June 18, 2006 by vote of the 75th General Convention, in Columbus, Ohio. This Convention also set the United Nations Millennium Development Goals as the Episcopal Church's top mission priority. In her full endorsement of these goals, Bishop Jefferts Schori calls upon Episcopalians and the wider global community to work together for their implementation.

Bishop Jefferts Schori's career as an oceanographer preceded her studies for the priesthood, to which she was ordained in 1994. She remains an active, instrument-rated pilot – a skill she applied when traveling between the congregations of the Diocese of Nevada, where she was elected bishop in 2000 and ordained to the episcopate February 24, 2001. At the time of her election as bishop of Nevada, she was assistant rector of the Church of the Good Samaritan in Corvallis, Oregon.

Bishop Jefferts Schori, 52, holds a B.S. degree in biology from Stanford University (1974), an M.S. (1977) and Ph.D. (1983) in oceanography from Oregon State University, an M.Div. from Church Divinity School of the Pacific (1994), and an honorary D.D. (2001) also from CDSP.

Bishop Jefferts Schori was born March 26, 1954, in Pensacola, Florida. She grew up in the Seattle area and later moved with her family to New Jersey. Bishop Jefferts Schori and her husband, Richard Miles Schori, a retired theoretical mathematician (topologist), were married in 1979. They have one daughter, Katharine Johanna, 25, who is a first lieutenant and pilot in the U. S. Air Force.

Bishop Jefferts Schori brings to her ministry emphases on baptismal ministry and adult education. As Presiding Bishop, she will serve as chief pastor to the Episcopal Church's 2.4 million members in 16 countries and 110 dioceses. As Primate, Bishop Jefferts Schori will join in consultation with other principal bishops of the 38 member Provinces of the worldwide Anglican Communion, seeking to make common cause for global good and reconciliation.

The Presiding Bishop is Chief Pastor and Primate of the Episcopal Church. The office evolved originally from a rule of the House of Bishops in 1789 making its presiding officer the senior member in terms of date of consecration. As a result of increased duties, the office was incorporated into the Constitution of the Church in 1901 and styled Presiding Bishop of the Church. In 1919 the office was made elective and invested with executive responsibility for all departments of the church's work. The first election of a Presiding Bishop by General Convention took place in 1925. Since 1943 the Presiding Bishop has been required to resign diocesan jurisdiction upon election. In 1967 the duties of the office were significantly enhanced.

As "Chief Pastor," the Presiding Bishop is charged with initiating and developing church policy and strategy, speaking God's Word to the church and the world, and visiting every diocese of the church. The title "Primate" was added in 1982. The Cathedral of Saint Peter and Saint Paul in Washington, D. C., is the official seat of the Presiding Bishop. The office of the Presiding Bishop is located at the Episcopal Church Center in New York City. The present term of office for the Presiding Bishop is nine years.
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FROM THE ARCHIVES
In these times of drive-thru viewings at funeral homes and online registries for expressing condolences, it is inspirational to review some of the beautiful and poetic letters of sympathy that are in the St. John’s archives.  The following note was written by Miss Mary E. Jones, Secretary pro tem of the Ladies Aid Society, to the children of Mrs. Penelope Margaret Weddell upon her death in 1901. The letter is addressed to the eldest of Mrs. Weddell’s children.  Penelope was the wife of the Rev. Alexander Watson Weddell who was the Rector at St. John’s Church from 1875-1883.  On the fiftieth anniversary of her mother’s death, January 9, 1951, Miss Elizabeth Weddell presented a copy of the letter to the Ladies Aid Society which by this time had become known as the Ladies Auxiliary of St. John’s Church.








2520 E. Franklin Street








Richmond, Virginia








January 17th, 1901

My dear Miss Maggie,


At a meeting of the Ladies Aid Society held yesterday, I was instructed to convey to you and yours our heartfelt sympathy in your recent bereavement.


We too have met with a great and irreparable loss.


For nearly twenty five years was your dear mother a faithful and devoted member of our Society, and there is not one among us who will not miss her sorely.


Like the fragrance of a flower was the sweetness of her presence.


Like a ray of God’s own sunshine she illuminated our pathway, bringing joy and gladness wherever she went.  Her constant and enduring friendship, her warmhearted sympathy, her genial and winning manner won every heart.


None knew her but to love her, and the love thus won was ever constant and abiding.  No one can supply her place and the memory of her presence, like a beautiful picture, will always remain with us.


We know it is well with her and in humble submission to our Father’s will, we pray God that He would comfort you, and comfort your hearts with the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God.  Thus praying and believing that He will also present each one of you, Faultless, before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy.





I remain most sincerely and faithfully yours,





(Signed) Mary E. Jones
The copy of the sympathy note was accompanied by a gift to the Auxiliary from Miss Margaret Weddell in memory of her mother “to a work she loved” together with a request that the letter be put in the Auxiliary’s records.

Look for more articles about the Weddell family in future newsletters.  They were a talented, accomplished, and interesting family.
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“Give me Liberty or Give Me Death” 2009 Summer Reenactment Series
Patrick Henry Committee invites you to join us for historical reenactments of the Second Virginia Convention of March 1775.  In the presence of Washington, Jefferson and other notable Virginians, Patrick Henry delivered his passionate call for liberty, uttering the immortal words “give me liberty or give me death!”  
1:00 p.m.         Free tickets are distributed at the front door.

1:30 p.m.         Patriotic music program

2:00 p.m.         Reenactment program begins.

2009 is the Bicentennial Celebration of the birth of Edgar Allan Poe.

Poe Graveyard Tours

Every Wednesday in 2009, 11:00am – 11:30am 


The cemetery of St. John’s Church is the final resting place for Elizabeth Arnold Poe, Edgar Allan Poe’s birth mother, as well as Thomas W. White, the founder of the Southern Literary Messenger and Edgar’s employer between 1835 and 1837. St. John’s Church also sits across the street from the home of Elmira Shelton, Edgar’s childhood sweetheart and alleged fiancé at the time of his death. Visitors will learn about the lives of Elizabeth, Thomas, and Elmira, and how they moved in and out of Edgar’s own life.
Linden Row Inn and the Jefferson Hotel are offering special Edgar Allan Poe Bicentennial Packages.

Please see their websites for additional information.
St. John’s Church Visitor Center Gift Shop

Visit our gift shop for a unique selection of gifts including “Liberty or Death,” an educational PBS program with Pulitzer Prize-winning historians discussing the events in Virginia that led to the American Revolution and a reenactment of Patrick Henry’s famous speech.  Proceeds supporting our educational programming.

Guided Tours:  10:00-4:00 Monday thru Saturday, 1:00-4:00 Sunday

www.historicstjohnschurch.org

OUR GIFT SHOP

10:00-4:00 Monday thru Saturday, 1:00-4:00 Sunday

Gift Shop & Tours 804-648-5015

Located on the west side of the Church, at the rear of the campus. Our Gift Shop contains a unique assortment of historical mementos and gift items.  Come pick up your copy of “Liberty or Death,” an educational PBS program with Pulitzer Prize-winning historians discussing the events in Virginia that led to the American Revolution and a reenactment of Patrick Henry’s famous speech.

A 10% Discount is offered to Parishioners

The Episcopal Church on record and in action at the 76th General Convention 
The Diocese of Chicago published a synopsis of the actions of the Episcopal General Convention last month in Anaheim, CA: The Episcopal Church passed resolutions accomplishing the following:

· Added a new role, lay evangelist, to the list of possible licensed ministries in our ministry canons (A065) 

· Called for the creation of an “evangelism toolkit” to help congregations and dioceses reach out to under-represented groups. (A066) 

· Called for a major strategic vision for outreach to Latino/Hispanic people (D038) 

· Called for development of resources for formation in Episcopal identity and leadership in the church (B013) 

· Adopted the Five Marks of Mission of the Anglican Communion as our five top strategic priorities (D027) 

· Encouraged each diocese to enter into a companion relationship with a diocese of the Episcopal Church of Sudan, and to include a prayer for peace in each public liturgy. (D007) 

· Called the church to speak out against domestic violence and for clergy and lay leaders to be trained in its prevention (D096) 

· Affirmed access to the ordination process for all the baptized, and affirmed our commitment to and support of the Anglican Communion (D025) 

· Approved full communion with the Moravian Church (A073) and an agreement for continued dialogue with the Presbyterian Church (A075) 

· Approved an interim Eucharistic sharing with the United Methodist Church and starting a dialogue with the historic African American Methodist Churches (D054)”

· Encouraged congregations to raise awareness of health ministry and implement health ministry as a vital part of their life (A077) 

· Approved a charter for lifelong Christian formation (A082) and called for all dioceses to develop a strategy the lifelong Christian formation (A083) 

· Called on the House of Bishops and Standing Commission on Music and Liturgy to develop an open process for church-wide participation in developing theological resources and liturgies for same-gender blessings, for consideration at the 2012 General Convention (C056) 

· Adopted a new liturgical resource to assist individuals and families dealing with childbirth and the loss of children, Rachel’s Tears, Hannah’s Hopes (A088) 

· Added additional commemorations to our calendar, Holy Women, Holy Men: Celebrating the Saints (A095) (A096) 

· Established a mandatory lay pension plan for lay employees working a minimum of 1,000 hours in a congregation, diocese or other Episcopal church body. (A138) 

· Approved a church-wide health insurance plan for all dioceses, congregations, and affiliated organizations of The Episcopal Church. (A177) 

· Recommitted to being an anti-racist church (A143) and to research the church’s complicity in the slave trade (A142) 

· Reaffirmed financial support for Jubilee Ministries in the fight against poverty (A154) 

· Agreed to restrict the use of bottled water at General Convention and to encourage church members to practice water conservation (A045) 

· Approved the revision of the clergy discipline canons of Title IV, giving more emphasis to healing, repentance, and reconciliation (A185)
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ST. JOHN’S CHURCH

CALENDAR

AUGUST
Every TUESDAY KNITTING & CRAFT CIRCLE, 10:00AM


 In the Parish Center, 2319 E. BROAD ST.

20TH 
NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS DEADLINE

ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Parish & Administrative Center

2401E. BROAD ST., RICHMOND, VA. 23223, 804-649-7938

GIFT SHOP, TOURS & REENACTMENTS

804-648-5015   (FAX 804-643-4412)

Website: www.historicstjohnschurch.org 
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